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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Apple Tree Foundation For Woodland Youth awards eight grants to area schools

WOODLAND – More than 200 Woodland students in seven schools will benefit from grants of more than $5,500 given to eight programs in the Woodland school district.

The Apple Tree Foundation for Woodland Youth Board President Tania Garcia-Cadena announced the grant awards at a recent school board meeting. Treasurer Brad Gollober presented a check of $5,641 to the Woodland school district’s Board of Trustees.

“We are excited in our third year of existence to continue to present grants to benefit local students and teachers,” said Garcia-Cadena. “These eight grants will enhance a variety of school programs and impact all grade levels – elementary, middle and high school.”

The Foundation, a nonprofit 501(c)3, offered grants up to $1,000 each for projects that enhance student learning and teaching opportunities. “The Foundation’s goal is to provide funding to help both students and teachers  – such as a field trip to enhance a history lesson or a piece of specialized equipment for use in a classroom,” Garcia-Cadena said. “We received more than fifteen applications, the most yet – and all were deserving of funding. Unfortunately, we couldn’t fund all the applications. Our ability to provide grants is limited by the amount of money we are able to raise.”

The eight grant recipients were:

· Beamer Park Elementary School – support for the continuation of the school-wide ceramic art program, which receives support from multiple sources.

· Pioneer High School – to begin a focused home visit program targeted to “at-risk” students who have low levels of academic achievement and parent involvement, in an effort to improve effective parent guidance.

· Woodland Prairie Elementary School – support for a continuing program of field study at the Point Reyes National Seashore to support a deeper understanding of related California science standards.

· Beamer Park Elementary School – purchase six beginning band instruments. The $1,000 grant is matched with funds from the School Site Council to make it possible for students to be introduced to the schools’ music and upper grade band program.

· Dingle Elementary School – all fourth graders will benefit from the purchase of textbooks on the lives of California Native tribes, part of the Social Studies standards.

· Willow Spring Elementary School – support for the afterschool Nature Bowl program, culminating in a regional science-related competition.

· Woodland High School – to encourage independent reading by providing books to be awarded monthly to the two students who have checked out the most library books.

· Lee Middle School – support for an afterschool reading hour that uses graphic novels to engage student interest.

“The Apple Tree Foundation will produce its second Academy Awards Night Gala on Sunday, February 27, as its major fund-raiser this year,” Garcia-Cadena said. “Last year’s event was judged a success as we enjoyed an elegant evening watching the Academy Awards live on a large screen TV and sharing a sociable evening with fellow supporters of education. So many people and businesses helped us make it possible.” 

The Apple Tree Foundation is the first of its kind for Woodland, but joins more than 400 such foundations in California in supporting public education by providing grants to enhance programs. To date the Foundation has provided over $16,000 in grants to support students and teachers in Woodland’s public schools.

Garcia-Cadena noted that the ability of the Apple Tree Foundation to support the students and teachers of the Woodland School District is limited only by the amount of funds it can raise. For information about the Foundation and making a donation, please visit : www.appletreefoundation.org.

